
EarthLab Showcase Q&A  
The following are answers from our speakers to questions asked by participants during the event:  

 
Question: Do you believe by having people of color, particularly indigenous communities, in positions of 
power can be transformative of institution’s racism and how do you think this could help shape climate 
change?  
 
Answer (Kristiina Vogt): People of color, particularly Indigenous communities, need to become the 
environmental decision-makers if the decision process will ever produce different solutions and to be just. 
Native People and people of color will change the priorities made for the environment from solely focusing 
on economic solutions.  It is well known that Native Americans will not move forward on any business 
enterprises if it negatively impacts the environment, their health or culture.  Today's business practitioners 
do not set priorities beyond the economic benefits accrued to a business.  Decision-makers who control our 
economies or policies do not want to devolve their regulatory power and economic ‘rights’.   
 
Environmental or climate  justice is possible when the people most impacted by the problem are at the 
table or planning solutions - currently they are mostly not at the table.  Neither scientists or politicians 
should be making decisions since they do not have the holistic and place-based lens to assess a problem. 
They are not able to be the ‘canary in the mine’ with early warning that something is changing or to use the 
7 generations approach to look at the problem and how it will impact the community.   
 
Scientists are needed but their role is to contribute specific knowledge or facts to address a local problem 
but not to make final decisions.  Scientists do not deal with a scarcity of knowledge but are good at 
allocating scarce resources.  Scientists are specialists in a particular discipline and do not look at the 
problem holistically so they can’t deal with a scarcity of knowledge.  The scientific method is designed to ask 
specific questions and test specific relationships but not to assess a problem in the environment holistically. 
Politicians tend to be driven by economic factors and should only be enforcing decisions made by and 
planned by the community.   
 
Institutions are strongly resistant to change so actualizing change will only happen when others collaborate 
and their knowledge is accepted as being credible.  Today, community knowledge is not given much 
credence by decision-makers.  Racism will re-emerge repeatedly until those impacted by the decisions are 
able to make decisions and plan for the environment and people who live in it.   
 
 
 
Question: What information do you have about sea level rise by 2030, 2040, 2050? 
 
Answer (Heidi Roop): You can access the visualizations here and the report on projections for future sea 
level rise out here. 
 
 

https://cig.uw.edu/our-work/applied-research/wcrp/sea-level-rise-data-visualization/
https://cig.uw.edu/resources/special-reports/sea-level-rise-in-washington-state-a-2018-assessment/


Question: Can people see options in both nearer time and with different assumptions of what we might do 
in reducing emissions? 
 
Answer (Heidi Roop): Yes, the aim of the VR experience is to show different futures based on high (RCP 8.5) and 
low greenhouse gas scenarios (RCP 4.5). 
 
 
 
Question: Where do we access these visualizations?  
 
Answer (Heidi Roop): https://cig.uw.edu/our-work/applied-research/wcrp/sea-level-rise-data-visualization/ 
 
 
 
Question: Is this work meant to be statewide or Seattle-centered? Just seeking clarity around the ending 
slides where you showed Seattle for a Green Deal. 
 
Answer (Jeremy Hess): This work is statewide, and we would like to take the template and develop 
applications in other geographies, as well. The Seattle Green New Deal was an example - we’d like to be able 
to tell policymakers what the health impacts of their proposals would be, e.g., for Seattle’s Green New Deal. 
 
 
 
Question: Do you have maps for the south puget sound area? It would be cool to see how it compares to 
our perceptual data sorted by zip code about what people see as the biggest environmental challenges. 
 
Answer (Jeremy Hess): Not yet. Stay tuned; we hope to have maps available for both fossil fuel pollution 
health risks and climate change health risks by the end of this calendar year, if not sooner. You’ll definitely 
hear about it through EarthLab when we do! 

https://cig.uw.edu/our-work/applied-research/wcrp/sea-level-rise-data-visualization/

